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What do we mean by scholarly activity? 
How might scholarly activity improve my teaching? 
The CS Scholarly Environment Model
The Scholarly Activity Framework 
Collecting evidence and reflecting 
Conclusion 

Overview of Session 
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… systematic or methodical 
(inquiry) to gain credible results, ... 
shared in order to advance the goal 
of improving practice outside one’s 
own classroom ... the ultimate goal 
be the students’ learning that 
results from the faculty member’s 
teaching. 
                     Hutchings and Shulman (1999)

Scholarly activity: definitions and connections
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‘activities concerned with gaining new or improved understanding, 

appreciation and insights into a field of knowledge, and engaging 

with and keeping up to date with advances in the field. This includes 

advances in ways of teaching and learning in the field and advances 

in professional practice, as well as advances in disciplinary 

knowledge through original research.’ (TEQSA 2020)

 “systematic & public”, requiring “engaging in inquiry in a manner 

similar to that of disciplinary researchers” (Kern et. al. 2015, p. 6)

Scholarly activity: definitions and connections

Stepping into Scholarly Activity



Charles Sturt 
University

Charles Sturt 
University 5

Teaching : a private activity or a more public process open to 
scrutiny ?

Distinction between effective teaching, scholarly teaching and 
SoTL?

   

    Practice, reflect, share, respond, plan, practice - repeat

Scholarly activity and teaching – joining 
the dots

Stepping into Scholarly Activity
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● Practice of teaching: a cognitive, measured process 
Teaching practice is grounded in scholarly literature – uses 
evidence informed approaches (Vajorczki et.al., 2011)

● Reflection on experiences – crucial aspect of all scholarly 
activity
There is a strong connection between engagement with 
scholarly activity and student learning outcomes 
(Haigh, Gossman & Jiao, 2009; Martin, Benjamin, Prosser & Trigwell, 1999)

Scholarly activity and teaching – joining 
the dots

Stepping into Scholarly Activity



Dimensions of activities related to teaching 
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Informal

Systematic

Sharin
g about 

Teaching

Practice of 
Teaching

Scholarly
 

Teaching Scholarship of Teaching & 

Learning (SoTL)

Source: Kern, Mettetal, Dixson, & Morgan (2015) 

Change teaching 
based on 

feedback and 
reflection

Use of classroom 
assessment 
techniques

Shared 
teaching 
portfolio

Published case 
studies

Public
Private

Literature based 
teaching

Attending teaching 
conferences

Classroom action 
research shared 

locally

Peer-reviewed, 
presented or 

published 
empirical 
research

Meta-analysis

Textbook

Literature review

Published essay on 
teaching with references

Course 
development

Develop 
lesson

Teaching 
portfolio for 
award or 
promotion

Curriculum 
design Published 

curriculum

State of 
education 

essay

Presentation or 
publication of 
teaching tips

Newspaper or 
magazine article

Blog on 
teaching



Start where you’re at but aim for SoTL: an example 
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Informal

Systematic

Sharing about 
Teaching

Practice of 
Teaching

Scholarly 
Teaching

Scholarship of Teaching & 
Learning (SoTL)

Adapted from Kern, Mettetal, Dixson, & Morgan (2015). 

1. Having received my 
SUES feedback I’m 
wanting to improve 
assessment design so I 
experiment - try 
something new (private, 
informal)

3. I read literature in L&T  journals about 
designing assessment, attend a L&T 
conference on assessment, and draw 
on this literature to inform next 
session’s assessment & evaluate the 
effectiveness (systematic/private) 

2. I have coffee with a trusted 
colleague and share my 
dilemma. My colleague 
invites me to view his/her 
assessments and scaffolding 
activities (informal/public) 

4. I apply for ethics approval, gather 
& analyse data (SES data, 
student assessments, student 
grades, interviews) & submit a 
manuscript for publication 
(systematic/public)

Public
Private
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The CS scholarly environment model

Questions to connect your activity into the environment:
• Which of these areas of activity are ones I am already engaging in? 
• How does my discipline research and activity in these areas inform or 

connect to my teaching? 
• Which of these areas of activity would I like to explore further to inform 

my teaching? 
• And which one will I focus on in 2021? 



Charles Sturt 
University

The CS scholarly environment model



Charles Sturt 
University

Questions to connect your activity into the environment:
• What can I produce that keeps a record of my work on improving my 

teaching? 
• How am I already keeping notes about my reflection and action around 

teaching? 
• What do I feel most comfortable producing? 
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Questions to connect your activity into the environment:
What have I learned? 
So what? (is the value of this, the meaning of this,the impact on what I do?)
Now what?  (where do I go with this now? )
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What happens next? 
How is the evidence recorded? 

The Scholarly Activity Framework outlines the process. 
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The Scholarly Activity Framework 



Charles Sturt 
University

Charles Sturt 
University 16Stepping into Scholarly Activity



Charles Sturt 
University

Charles Sturt 
University

Slides 17,18,19  
showcase 
Paola Castillo’s 
scholarly 
activity as 
described in 
the recording 
of the Zoom 
meeting on 
November 24, 
2020 
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This slide illustrates Eddie Oczkowski’ s story in the workshop on November 24. 



Scholarly Environment Model

Artefact Creative work/original research

Dr Muhammed Yakin
Senior Lecturer and Academic Lead in Oral Pathology

BDS, MMedSci Diagnostic Oral Pathology with Distinction (Sheffield), 
DClinDent Oral Pathology (Otago), ADC Certificate, FHEA
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• 2017

• Teaching oral and general 

histology and pathology

• Gap?

It began (not so) long ago…

Image: Maizee Rose: 
hermionemallfoy.tumblr.com
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Adaptation

However…

The world has moved to virtual microscopy

Weaker et al., 2009
McCready et al., 2013

Brierley et al., 2017

Image: http://pngimg.com/download/25877/?i=1 Creative Commons 4.0 BY-NC

http://pngimg.com/download/25877/?i=1
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• Students need directions from a tutor

• Only limited time during classes

Smart Sparrow (Adaptive e-Learning Platform

Problem Solution
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• Self-directed

• Self-paced

• Instant feedback

• Tailored experience

• Time
• Learning curve
• Technical ‘issues’

Advantages

Disadvantages
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• Improvement in:

• student experience

• perceived knowledge of histology

• measured exam performance

• Outputs:
Featured in blog post:
Dowdell S. Incorporating text-based responses 
into lessons. 2018

Positive outcomes
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Thank you
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Questions or reflections?  

Stepping into Scholarly Activity
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Scholarly activity plan example 1: online engagement with learning modules in 
Interact 

What I’m going to do 
Investigate the use of analytics in the teaching modules to evaluate the types of online 
learning activities most visited, and which gained sustained use and quality student 
responses 
 How I’m going to do it 
• Experiment with different ideas/activities online with my students • Chat with a trusted 
colleague about what they do to engage students online   (informal & public) • Attend 
CSU professional development on analytics • Read journal articles on use of analytics 
in practice: case studies • Undertake a literature review on analytic use in online 
teaching in HE 
How I’ll show I’ve done it 
• Present literature review findings @ CSUEdX conference & other HE conferences • 
Plan & undertake a SOTL project on the use of analytics to determine the efficacy of 
my online learning activities in engaging students in learning • Submit manuscript to 
L&T journal (systematic & public) 
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Collecting and recording your artefact & 
reflection  

Stepping into Scholarly Activity
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more than description, but begins with 
what you did, saw 

what happened?

continues with the implications,      
what it means for practice

so what? 
 

leads to action, exploration of ideas, 
trialling new approaches 

now what?

Reflecting on an artefact 

Stepping into Scholarly Activity
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Supporting Scholarly Activity 

Stepping into Scholarly Activity

Phase 1: Building 
Awareness 
Nov- Dec 2020

Stepping into 
Scholarly 
Teaching 
1 hour workshop 
sessions on faculty 
basis
Support materials 
online 

Phase 2: Skill & 
Knowledge Building 
Jan - March 2021

Direct Instruction: 
specific training
30-45 min  sessions

Building the Culture 
CoP, GCLTHE, 
modules 

Phase 3: Refining and 
improving capacity 
from March 2021

Mentoring and 
coaching in practice 
range of sessions

Growing the Culture 
Various opportunities 
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Know the environment model in the context of your work

Understand the framework that guides you through the process

➔ Create or adjust a scholarship objective within your 
EDRS planning 

Work towards your goal – help can be found on DLT site 

➔ Create the artefact described in your goal

➔ Record and reflect on your output in CRO

Scholarly Activity at Charles Sturt 
                                 Key Steps 

Stepping into Scholarly Activity 35



Thank you
Dr. Denise Wood    dwood@csu.edu.au
Dr Greg Auhl   gauhl@csu.edu.au

Amanda Shepherd cro@csu.edu.au  

Sub-Deans Teaching & Learning in each Faculty
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